Wesley Johnston, last updated 6 Nov 2022

The following are the steps that | use to install Neo4j and Graphs for Genealogists and
prepare and upload my data to the database.

I have also added instructions in the appendices for two scenarios. In one scenario, |
want to upload a clean new copy of my data but do not want to reinstall Neo4j nor
GFG. In the other scenario, | want to completely remove and install Neo4j and GFG
with the latest versions. These must be done properly since they can lead to
corrupting your environment if not done properly. So, if you already have an
installation of Neo4j and GFG and are in one of those scenarios, see the appropriate
appendix instead of using the following initial installation and setup instructions.

As new versions of Neo4j and GFG come out, these instructions may need updating.

A second guide is needed for what to do next, dealing with all the generated
spreadsheets, adding a “grass” file so that everyone is looking at the same styles when
collaborating and using the GFG reports and working with your database in the Neo4j
browser. But that does not exist yet.

IMPORTANT CONCEPT: GFG is an application that runs on top
of Neo4j. So, GFG cannot work unless Neo4j is up and running.

The GFG shop holds the latest version of GFG. Go to https://www.wai.md/shop and
click on the icon for the GFG software. Here is how it looks as of this writing.
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Unzip the downloaded file. Run the executable file (“Graphs for Genealogists.msi”) that
you downloaded in step 1. For the moment, there is no need to start GFG. The
installation is all that | do in this step; | do not start GFG.
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Download the Neo4j Enterprise edition from https://neo4j.com/download-neo4j-now
and be sure to save the very long activation code which will speed up installation of
Neo4j. | save the activation code into a text file. Wait for a bit after the installation
completes so that Neo4j can check for updates for you to install. (I do stop the
example Movie DBMS, but that is not really necessary since it will be stopped when
you start your own DBMS.) This process installs the Neo4j server on your PC.

When | am doing a reinstallation of the full environment, | usually do not do a new
download from the Neo4j website since the executable file that | had already
downloaded works fine for a re-install as long as | still have the activation code from
that download. Once | re-install Neo4j, | let it sit for 10 minutes or so, which allows
Neo4j to check for updates which | can then install so that | still have the latest
versions of the components even though | did not do a new download of the executable
file.
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| start the Neo4j Desktop, which | installed in step 3. | use the icon on my desktop and
pin it to the Taskbar for faster access later.
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The Neo4j Desktop is a window that looks like this once you have it running. It loads
the example Movies database.
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It is important to keep separate the term project in the context of Neo4j and of GFG.
Each has a project which requires a name. Your GFG project will have the same
name as the database you create in Neo4j. The Neo4j database is in a Neo4j
DBMS (database management system) which can have multiple databases. And
the DBMS is within a Neo4j project. Neo4j server can have multiple projects (DBMS)
and each DBMS can have multiple databases. The reason this is important is that
professional genealogists might want to have separate DBMS for different project.

To create my Neo4j project, | click on “New” in the top left “Projects” section which
generates a new Neo4j project. | can then click on the editing icon (in the small red
box in the image below) to the right of the project name (visible when | hover over the
project name) to give my project the name | want.
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To the right of your project name in the right side of the Neo4j Desktop, click the “Add”
button. This will open a pull down list. Click on “Local DBMS” in the list.
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This will alter the Neo4j Desktop to look like this.
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Enter the name you want to give to the DBMS (for example in this case, | called it
“MamaPepaDBMS”). Enter a password. | keep it very simple since it really is only used
by GFG in the setup and access.' Then click the pulldown triangle/arrowhead for the
“Version” section and choose the latest version. Once you have set the version, it will
be downloaded if not already on your PC, and then the list will close, and you will see
the “Create” button to the lower right. Click on the “Create" button.

Once the DBMS is created, | start it. Hover over the name of the DBMS so that the
Start button appears to the right, and click on the Start button. It may take a bit for
the DBMS to complete the Start operation.
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MILESTONE REACHED: This completes the Neo4j setup other
than the creation of your database. Before you do that, you
need to switch over to the GFG software to begin connecting
GFG to Neo4j.
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| wait until a later step to set up the database. B efore | do that, | run the GFG
Harmonization. | first start GFG. (Make sure Neo4j is also still running and your Neo4j
DBMS is started, since GFG cannot work without Neo4 i)

Since | do not yet have a GFG project, | click OK o n the initial popup box. Then | use
the Setup pulldown menu at top left and click on “G FG Harmonization”.

GFG will ask you for your Neo4j DBMS password, sinc e it needs to integrate its GFG
files with your Neo4j files. i

Be sure to wait while it runs since it will appear to not be doing anything, but it will
still be working until you receive this popup windo w. This can take up to 10 minutes.
I include the highlighting of the “Verify Plugin In stallation” since that is the next step
in GFG. But first, | have to start and stop the DBM S in Neo4j, both of which can take

a few minutes.



